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Cornerstone University is poised for the greatest 
missional opportunity in its 82-year history. As our 
country faces significant challenges, Cornerstone can 
become The Destination of Choice for Christian higher 
education in Michigan, our region, and our nation. We 
will do this by remaining committed to our mission of 
educating men and women to be influencers in our 
world for Christ. We will do this by providing rigorous and 
market-compelling academic programs grounded in 
the Christian worldview. And we will do this by creating 
a vibrant and supportive community where students 
are challenged to grow spiritually, intellectually, and 
professionally.

For more than eight decades, Cornerstone has 
prepared over 17,000 alumni spanning across 
all 50 states and 44 countries to serve the Lord 
wherever He may lead. This impressive milestone 
stands as a testament to the quality of our faculty, 
sta�, and programs.

Cornerstone graduates have emerged as 
nationally recognized figures in various fields 
as accomplished CEOs, enterprising business 
entrepreneurs, and innovative thinkers. Our 
graduates have achieved distinction as educators, 
theologians, counselors, and pastors, earning 
accolades for their contributions.

Our alumni include highly regarded attorneys and 
physicians who have made significant national 
contributions. This impressive list includes 
individuals who serve in prominent leadership 
roles in various corporations and organizations, 
and excel in their personal lives as spouses, 
parents, church leaders, and, most importantly, 
as devoted followers of Jesus Christ

A Great Door Before Us

A Rich Heritage



To serve our students as The Destination of 
Choice in Christian higher education, Cornerstone 
must hold firm to its Christ-centered mission 
and excel in its market-compelling academic 
excellence and innovation. We recognize the 
critical importance of safeguarding, embodying, 
and e�ectively communicating this mission and 
ethos. By doing so with discernment, courage, 
and strategic intent, we can significantly expand 
the influence and reach of Cornerstone, even 
amidst the challenges posed by moral decline, 
the risk of mission drift, and a volatile higher ed 
sector.

Cornerstone provides more than 70 on-
campus degree programs. We have recently 
expanded our o�erings to include nursing 
and engineering, further bolstering our 
STEM-related programs. Our four schools 
and seminary - the School of Business and 
Innovation, the School of Ministry, Media 
& the Arts, the School of Education and 
Human Services, the School of Health, 
Science, and Technology, and Cornerstone 
Theological Seminary - collectively serve an 
enrollment of nearly 2,000 students. 

Over 70% of our student body is from 
Michigan, with nearly 90% coming from 
the broader Midwest region. We serve 
just under 1,200 traditional undergraduate 
students and approximately 65% reside on 
campus. Our growing adult learner segment 
primarily consists of online students seeking 
an excellent, professionally-compelling, and 
Christ-centered education

Our Commitment

Our Impact



Despite Cornerstone’s success, we must improve 
our physical campus, academic programs, 
and financial accessibility for students. Market 
demands are significant today. In addition 
to economic strains and a shrinking pool of 
potential higher education students, Cornerstone 
faces fierce competition for new students. 
Online learning has eliminated geographical 
boundaries for student enrollment and content 
delivery. The internet and digital marketing have 
exponentially increased competition for students, 
as nearly 100% of traditional, adult, and graduate 
prospective students use university websites, 
Google program searches, and social media 
searches before ever contacting a university. 
In Grand Rapids alone, over 60 colleges and 
universities are spending millions of dollars in 
paid digital media to reach and enroll prospective 
students.

Our Challenge

To remain competitive and meet the needs 
of our students, Cornerstone must create a 
learning environment and experience that 
is second to none in attracting, engaging, 
supporting, and transforming students to 
be bold, Christian influencers and superb 
professionals. 

We must also o�er programs compelling to 
the market which prepare students for high-
demand jobs and leadership roles. And, 
we must make it financially possible for all 
students to attend Cornerstone, regardless 
of their background or income level.



We desire to launch a capital campaign to 
transform our campus, innovate academic 
programs for market leadership, and 
position Cornerstone as The Destination 
of Choice Christian university in its 
commitment to the Christian worldview, 
excellence, and accessibility. This will 
create a beautiful, powerful, and singular 
“Cornerstone Experience” for every one 
of our residential, commuter, or online 
students.

Our Bold Step Forward



A recent master plan developed by AMDG and the Christman Company revealed a 25-year 
building and renovation plan would cost nearly $200 million. Phase I of the campus plan for 
the next five years would be $75-$85 million. Key building projects are for facilities serving 
engineering, business, and student life. Additional Phase I costs for programming, tuition 
assistance programs, and university endowment would push our goal beyond $80 million.

Campaign Initiatives

FACILITIES � ���M    
New and/or renovated engineering, business, and student life buildings on our existing 
campus to enhance the on-campus student experience.  Each building will cost around 
$20 million.

TUITION ASSISTANCE � ���M
Scholarships to improve accessibility for financially challenged students.

PROGRAM ENHANCEMENTS � ��M
Additions to curriculum, co-curriculum and technology strategically responding to, and 
impacting the marketplace.

UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT � ���M
Endowments to strengthen our future financial operation.
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Cornerstone University is considering a capital 
campaign to support our mission of educating 
and graduating influencers in the world for Jesus 
Christ. We believe this visionary campaign will 
attract significant and consistent philanthropic 
support, and will ultimately make Cornerstone The 
Destination of Choice for Christian higher education 
in Michigan, our region, and our nation.

Scripture teaches to count the cost before building 
a tower (Luke 14:27-29). We are seeking the Lord’s 
wisdom for the next steps Cornerstone University 
should take. Thank you for your candid feedback 
on our bold initiatives. We value your partnership 
as we continue to educate the next generation of 
Christian leaders to thrive in today’s challenging 
environment.
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